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Philip contain appeals for money, supplies, and muni-
tions, even more urgent than those which he had sent to
the Emperor and the Eegent; and, if possible, they met
with an even scantier attention. On the 29th December
he writes to his wife : " Our camp is in a state of heart-
rending destitution; we have not a denier left, and the
soldiers are dying of hunger and cold, but they give no
more heed to us at court than if we were all dead.
You can imagine what a stock of patience I need to
have." Nothing was done on either side during that
indecisive campaign, except that the Prince had
effectually prevented Coligny, his future father-in-law,
from advancing into the Netherlands, and by his new
forts had guaranteed the defence of Brabant. In
January the armies on both sides were disbanded, and
in February 1556 a hollow and almost nominal truce
for five years was signed at Vaucelles.
With the departure of Charles V. to Spain, and the
installation of Philip II. as king, the career of the
Prince enters on a new phase. He had hitherto been
the pupil and the favourite of one of the greatest
soldiers and most astute statesmen of that astute and
warlike age. He was in full possession of vast estates,
and had the right to be addressed by sovereigns as
"My cousin." He kept a regal state in the splendid
Nassau palace at Brussels, and had palaces at Breda
and elsewhere. He was attended by nobles and pages
of gentle birth, who lived at his expense. Besides that,
he kept open house, and gave magnificent entertainment
to envoys and foreigners of rank. His civil and military
offices involved him in enormous charges. As General-
in-Chief, his nominal allowance had been 500 florins a

